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Importance & Significance of Navratri Festival in India.
 

“Navratri” or “Navaratri”, is a synchrony 

of two words – “nava” (meaning nine) 

and “ratri” (meaning night). Clubbed 

together, it translates to nine nights. 

The festival of Navratri, which spreads 

over 9 nights and 10 days, is one of the 

most revered festivals in Hinduism and 

celebrated during the autumn season. It 

lays importance on the worship of 

Goddess Durga or Shakti, which 

represents the energy of the universe, 

in her nine different forms. Of the four 

kinds of Navaratris – Chaitra Navratri, 

Paush Navratri, Magha Navratri, and 

Sharad Navratri – celebrated in India 

throughout the year, Maha Navratri or 

Sharad Navratri is considered as the 

most auspicious. According to the 

Hindu ca lendar ,  the fes t iva l  i s 

celebrated in the month of Ashvin, 

which typically falls in September and 

O c t o b e r  a s  p e r  t h e  G r e g o r i a n 

ca lendar .When i t  comes to  the 

importance of Navratri, like every other 

Indian festival, the core message 

remains the same – the victory of good 

over evil – but the stories and the 

narratives differ. Even across the 

geography of India, while the eastern 

and north-eastern states refer to the 

celebrations as Durga Puja, for the 

northern and western belt, it is a nine-

night festival that is observed to  

Navratri 2019: Lord Brahma, Lord Vishnu and Lord Shiva together created Goddess Durga.(PTI)

celebrate the victory of Rama over 

Ravana. It is believed, that Goddess 

Durga battled with demon Mahishasura 

and defeated him. To celebrate her 

victory and Mahishasura's defeat, the 

day is marked to worship and honour 

the Goddess. The first day of the 

festival ,  Mahalaya,  begins with 

remembering Goddess Durga. It marks 

the end of the period of Shradhh or 

Pitri-Paksha. On the sixth day, the 

goddess is welcomed into homes of 

people and pandals. The celebrations 

continue for the next few days and on 

the 10th day (Vijayadashami) the idol of 

the goddess is immersed in water. 

Dur ing  these  days ,  people  get 

together,hop across pandals, feast on  

During the festival, people dress up in 

traditional clothing, observe fasts, and 

offer prayers. Stage decorations, recitals 

of stories and the mythological legend, 

chanting of scriptures, prayers, and 

dances such as dandiya and garba are 

performed to keep in tune with the spirit 

of the festival. Families and friends get 

together to visit pandals and take part in 

the celebrations. On the final day, the 

idol is either immersed in water (in case 

of Durga Puja) or the effigies are burnt (in 

case of Dusshera).

****

bhog and offer food to the 

needy – to celebrate and honour 

the good in everybody. In North 

India, the nine-day festival is 

observed to celebrate the 

victory of Rama over Ravana. 

For nine days, Ramlila (the 

mythological tale of Lord Rama 

according to the ancient Hindu 

epic Ramayana) is enacted on 

stage, and on the tenth and final 

day, when Rama 'kills' Ravana 

with his bow, the festival is 

celebrated by burning effigies 

of Ravana and his brothers 

Meghnad and Kumbhakaran. 
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In it's 16th year, THE (Times Higher Education's) World University Rankings 2020 includes over 1,300 universities from 92 

countries, making it the largest higher education analysis.However the big news is that India did not feature in the top 300 

World University Rankings 2020 list from THE. In the past few years, India had been the fifth most-represented nation. This is 

the first time since 2012 that India dropped out of the top 300 list. India's best represented university -- the Indian Institute 

of Science, Bangalore -- fell from the 251-300 bracket last year to the 301-350 bracket this time due to a significant fall in its 

citation impact.Whereas, the upcoming Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar debuted in the ranking with a joint top position 

of 301-350 with IISc. With its debut directly as the joint top Indian institute in the 301-350 bracket, IIT-Ropar pushed IIT-

Indore, which was ranked in the 351-400 band, into third place. Around seven Indian universities fell into a lower band this 

year, while the bulk of the nation's institutions remained stable. However, there were a small number of risers, including IIT-

Delhi, IIT-Kharagpur and Jamia Millia Islamia. According to THE, the best Indian institutions are generally characterised by 

relatively strong scores for teaching environment and industry income, but perform poorly when it comes to international 

outlook.
****

Single-use plastic: Ban can wait

India did not feature in the top 300 World University Rankings 2020 list from THE.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 2018 
World Environment Day pledge to rid 
India of single-use plastic was a bold 
move. India subsequently pushed for a 
global resolution under the aegis of the 
United Nations to commit all countries 
phase out single-use plastic by 2030. 
However, good intentions have a well-
recognised way of ending up paving 
the path to hell. The reported advisory 
by the Centre to the states to ban 
production of certain kinds of articles 
of single-use plastic, before October 2, 
the deadline set by the prime minister 
for citizens to give up single use 
plastic, represents the wrong way to go 
about the job. It will make a bad 
economic situation marginally worse 
and, perhaps, even create a black 
market in certain plastic articles.            
By and large, the alternative materials 
to replace single-use plastic are either 
not in place or not available at scale. 
Just banning things without a viable 
alternative will create a mess. Single-
use plastic refers to the entire class of 
items that are used once and then 
disposed of. These span a gamut of 
utility and their elimination calls 

f o r  a  s t r o n g  p o l i c y  b a c k u p . 

The policy roadmap must focus on 
several key deliverables such as utility 
value, availability of alternatives, life-
cycle costs and resource efficiency. 
What are the environmental and 
balance-of-payments costs  and 
benefits of replacing all plastic cutlery 
with those made of wood? How will 
elimination of plastic carry-bags affect 
the incomes of roadside vendors and 
small traders? What are the life-cycle 
costs of available alternatives? Phasing 
out  s ingle -use  plast ic  ca l ls  or 
innovation of materials, business 
models and policy — policy of the

thoughtful, rather than knee-jerk, kind. 
India is capable of doing wonders in 
recycling, with the right blend of policy 
and organised action. So, use October 2 
as the day on which a campaign begins 
for citizens to voluntarily shun single-
use plastic as much as they individually 
can. Let the NITI Aayog come up with an 
action plan, hold consultations, involve 
civil society and create popular buy-in. 
The bans can come after that.

(This piece appeared as an editorial opinion in the 

print edition of The Economic Times.)

****
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Good News!! 

Aspiring young writers from 
15yrs  to 30yrs age group are 
invited to share their creative 

work with     
THE HULAHUL TIMES               
For their Youngistan 

supplement.

Mail Your Article on 
hulahulgrp@gmail.com

Educator Ajit K Chauhan explores the 

future of learning, highlighting the 

need for innovative education for Gen 

Alpha. Evolution is on the brink and the 

Indian education ecosystem enters the 

most exciting and disruptive stage, 

ready to redesign the future of learning. 

There are several challenges and 

opportunities within the current 

education system. UNDP has set 17 

sustainable development goals and the 

fourth goal emphasizing on “quality 

education' is the only enabler to 

achieve the remaining 16 goals. It is 

imperative for the policymaker to 

comprehend the future and make 

moderate innovations and merge it 

with emerging scholastic prospects. 

Education 2030 needs to embrace the 

fact that technology is winning, and 

incorporating concepts of global 

collaboration individualized learning, 

simulations, artificial intelligence (AI), 

social  and virtual platforms of 

discourse, mobile classrooms and 

immersive learning experiences will 

help. The future of learning should be a 

d e m o c r a t i c  s p a c e  a l l o w i n g 

dissemination of knowledge, access 

and transparency.

INDUSTRY 4.0

The Fourth Industrial Revolution is no 

legend. The Rapid development of 

artificial intelligence (AI), robotics, 

biotechnology, material science has 

ushered in a new era. Education 4.0 will 

have sustainable, global collaborative 

approach in sync with Industry 4.0. 

Technology will encourage learners to 

acquire essentials skills such as 

adaptability and problem-solving.

INNOVATIVE LEARNING

New-age learning will embody values 

such as collaboration, inclusivity and 

respons ib i l i ty ,  compel l ing  o ld 

institutions to undergo innovative 

changes.  Design education wil l 

redefine learning spaces, experience 

and learning behaviour.

Usage of AI, deep learning and data-

driven approach will contribute to 

learner-specific teaching instead of 

integrating the learner into system.

EDUCATION FOR GEN ALPHA

The Gen Alpha (children born from 

2010 to 2025,  considered as a 

technology-infused demographic) will 

be introduces to a  mixed learning 

delivery, a fry cry from the brick and 

mortar system of learning, that will 

contain encrypted content, immersive 

learning games, shared co-learning 

spaces and a digitally bartered 

payment system encouraging a 

generating of mobile pupils.

The current education system follows a 

l i n e a r  a p p r o a c h  i n  a c q u i r i n g 

endorsement in the form of and a 

certificate, diploma degree- for 

example, K-12, UG, PG, PhD, post-

doctoral, etc. Age is one of the key 

qualifying criteria to acquire these 

endorsements and enhance one's 

future opportunities. In 2030, access to 

knowledge  w i l l  be  a  seamless 

diminishing age-related concept of 

learning. These changes will also 

contribute to the growth of micro-

learning, breaking away from the 

restrictive mould of formal education. 

Such a change in education will focus 

on independent learning abilities 

which will enable the learner with 

future entrepreneurial capacity. The 

future of leaning is dynamic and an 

experience that is yet, to be realized.

(The author is chairman of Amity 

University Distance Learning, Future 

Academy and Skills)
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How will the education system look like by 2030?
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YOUNGISTAAN
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do you believe in the rains
a wink from the sky

a kiss in the rain
those tears in the rains

do you believe in you
the curious kid dancing

to run wildly beyond horizons
leaving your mark wherever you go

do you believe in silent walks
talking with your heart

longing to know who you are
tickling your senses

do you believe in that touch
a moment when a heart melts into another

every wander of flirting causing someone to smile
Sights from a lover

do you believe in the magic within you
the magic that surrounds you

the magic that makes you believe in yourself
the magic whether you believe in it or not

-Khushali Changela
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Do you believe...?

Artists Gallery

Art by Alisha Adhiya

Art by Manasi Parmar Art by Charmie Shah

Art by Sonali Jain
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YOUNGISTAAN

MATH QUIZ

LOGICAL REASONING

Fix the equation by moving
only 1 matchstick:

LOOK FOR 6 HIDDEN WORDS
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