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The Significance of Christmas is known to all 
over the world. Though it is true that Christmas is 
celebrated as the day of the Birth of Christ into 
this world, yet it also symbolizes a very deeply 
significant truth of the spiritual life. Jesus Christ 
is the very personification of Divinity. He was 
born at a time when ignorance, superstition, 
greed, hatred and hypocrisy prevailed upon the 
land. Purity was forgotten and morality was 
neglected. In the midst of these conditions, Christ 
was born and He worked a transformation in the 
lives of people. He gave a new and a spiritual turn 
to the lives of man. There came a change upon the 
land. People started upon a new way of life. Thus a 
new era dawned for the world. In that period the 
seeker has no thought of God or higher spiritual 
life. He lives a life of lust, anger, greed, deluded 
attachment, pride and jealousy. If the seeker must 
enter into a new life of spiritual aspiration, purity 
and devotion, then the Christ-spirit must take its 
birth within his heart. That is the real Christmas 
when the Divine element begins to express itself 
in the heart of the man. From then onward, light 
begins to shine where darkness was before.
The above point of deep significance tells that the 
spiritual awakening comes to the seeker, who is 
perfectly humble and "meek" and "poor in spirit." 
The quality of true humility is one of the 
indispensable fundamentals. Then we find 
simplicity, holiness and the renunciation of all 
desire for worldly wealth and pride of learning. 
Thirdly, even as Christ was born unknown to the 
world and in the obscurity of darkness, even so, 
the advent of the Christ-spirit takes place in the 
inwardness of man when there is total self-
effacement self-abnegation.

The Meaning of Christmas Tree 
Symbols

Have you ever wondered why people hang tinsel 
on Christmas tree or how candy canes became 
synonymous with the winter holiday? While these 
holiday decorations may seem arbitrary, most of 
these traditional decorations have a special 
meaning.

Stars

The Christmas star symbolizes the star of 
Bethlehem, which according to the Biblical 

story, guided the three kings, or wise men, to the 
baby Jesus. The star is also the heavenly sign of a 
prophecy fulfilled long ago and the shining hope for 
humanity.

Candles

A candle, a mirror of starlight, is also a symbol 
representing the star of Bethlehem. Before electric 
Christmas tree lights were invented, families would 
use candles to light up the tree. Also, during this 
season, two other holidays share the significance of 
candles and light: Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights, 
in Judaism, and Kwanzaa, a unity celebration of 
people displaced during the African diaspora, where 
one candle of the kinara candle holder is lit over 
seven nights.

Gifts with a Bow

The men who brought their gifts to honor the birth of 
Jesus inspired the concept of giving gifts during the 
holiday. According to the Christian Bible's New 
Testament, Melchior, Balthazar, and Gaspar brought 
gifts of gold, incense, and myrrh to the newborn 
baby Jesus.A ribbon is tied around a gift to represent 
how people should all be tied together in bonds of 
unity and goodwill during the holiday season.

The Colors Red and Green

The color red is used at Christmas to represent the 
blood of Jesus when he died on the cross. It's also 
reflected in the color of holly berries, which also had 
pagan symbolism during the winter solstice 
celebrations in ancient Rome.

The color green signifies everlasting light and life. 
Romans decorated their houses with evergreen 
branches during the New Year, and the fir tree 
symbolized life during the winter. There is also a 
legend that says that when Jesus was born in the 
dead of winter, all the trees around the world shook 
off the snow to reveal new shoots of green.

Bells

Bells are rung during Christmas to proclaim the 
arrival of the season and to announce the birth of 
Jesus.The ringing of bells can also be traced back to 
pagan winter celebrations used to drive out evil 
spirits.

Candy Canes

This treat represents the shape of a 
shepherd's crook. Jesus, often referred to 
as the Good Shepherd, was born on 
Christmas. His birth was God's way to 
bring lost lambs back to the fold. The red 
stripe represents blood, Christ's sacrifice, 
and the white stands for his purity.

Wreaths

The wreath is a circular, never-ending 
symbol of eternal love and rebirth. Holly 
also stands for immortality and cedar for 
strength. Today, the wreath symbolizes 
generosity, giving, and the gathering of 
family.

Mistletoe

Mistletoe is a parasitic plant, meaning it 
lives on the tree that it is attached to and, 
without it, the mistletoe would die. The 
plant has long been a symbol of love, and 
some believe that the Druids used 
mistletoe as a cure-all or some stories 
claim that it could promote fertility.

Tinsel and the Christmas Spider

If you have ever noticed a spider 
decoration on someone's tree, you might 
have thought that they had odd taste. This 
tradition is due to the Eastern European 
tale of the Christmas spider, which led to 
the reason for tinsel at Christmas.

A modern-day version of the story is that a 
woman immaculately cleaned her house 
for Christmas. The house spiders were 
swept to the farthest reaches. The spider 
learned there was a beautiful Christmas 
tree in the room and wanted a closer look. 
They saw it, loved it so much, and danced 
all over it. The spiders left their webs 
behind. Depending on the version, then, 
baby Jesus, Father Christmas, or Santa 
Claus saw the beautiful webs and 
miraculously transformed them into 
silver and gold tinsel so the woman who 
worked so hard to clean her house would 
not be dismayed. In honor of that tale, 
people hang tinsel on their Christmas 
trees.
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INDIA EDUCATION SYSTEM CHANGING WITH THE RECENT TIME
Gone are the days where classroom 
were only poky within textbooks and 
blackboards, rather the recent evolution 
towards the classroom we see today has 
changed the way of learning of the child. 
The modern day era classrooms are not 
only furnished with different and 
various tools of education but is about 
relationship building between the 
p a r e n t s  a n d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l 
professionals to help amplify the over-
all development of a child from a very 
early age. A child is pure consciousness, 
a pure soul. The first step towards 
education starts with home. Recent 
studies suggests that be it a formal pre-
school or an informal teachings at home, 
benefits the child when he/she targets 
the traditional school. The modern day 
educational system has advanced for 
the emotional, physical, psychological 
well-being of the child.

Before turning 5

Recent studies advocates that the 
majority of the child's brain develop is 
before the age of 5. This crucial time if 
taken care of helps achieve goals for a 
child faster. This is the time your child 
starts crawling, learning words and 
forming sentences. One has to keep in 
mind that every child during pre-school 
encounters the first interaction with a 
structured organization, teaching 
professionals and group of other 
children. Consequently, the first 
opportunity for every child to learn, 
share and express in front of the society.

Providing Hands on Experience

Modern classrooms are inclined more in 
giving unique hands on experience 
rather than following the traditional way 
of teaching. For example instead of

showing color on paper, the educational 

professionals use blocks, toys, sand, 

w a t e r  e t c .  w h i c h  h e l p s  t h e m 

demonstrate the difference between 

them in a better and more creative way. 

Children are often asked to assemble 

toys, read instructional directions, 

differentiate between currency notes 

and coins etc. which makes the child 

learn faster along with having fun. 

Today the educational professionals are 

not just mentors but they work as 

family.

Minimizing Assessment Gap

The contemporary education trend does 
not revolves around classroom and 
homework. It focuses more on academic 
b o o s t i n g  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  m o r a l 
e x p e r i e n c e s .  A s  t h e  a c a d e m i c 
assessment of every child is requisite 
part of evaluation. It  helps the 
educational professional to learn and 
understand the needs of every child. 
Assessment of any individual has gone 
beyond the parameters of marks 
obtained in exams or class tests. It 
focuses more on the social, moral and 
comprehensive development of a child.

Integrating Technology in Classroom

After narrowing down the assessment 

gap the most significant thing which 

changes the current education format is 

inclusion of technology. Technology is 

so widespread that offers so many new 

resources of learning. Technology 

helped us change dull and monotonous 

classrooms into a smart classes, 

working with visual upshots, audio 

discourses and other supplementary 

methods, makes the kid grasp and 

absorb swiftly. 

Co-curricular activities enhances the 
experience and increases child's 
capacity to emphatically confront 
practical situations in the future. This 
helps in building a more precise, 
accurate understanding of a problem 
and to search solution for the same.

Child's Nourishment

In a healthy body resides a healthy 
mind, children feel better when they eat 
well. The modern day schools ensure to 
give a healthy environment and food of 
nutritious value. If your child is hungry, 
the institution fortifies what to eat and 
how much to eat.

Focus on Child's Physical Fitness

In the current buzz the professional 
educators do ploy a lot of outdoor 
activities which allows child plenty of 
time to play inside as well as outside. 
Childhood obesity has knocked the 
corridors of preschool and to fight 
against it, we have involved a lot of 
physical activities such as running, 
swimming, dancing, arts etc. Studies 
also stipulate that children who are into 
hobbies tend to get better results in 
academics as it aids their minds to grow. 
These small activities helps them 
magnify in managing time, solving 
problems, etc.

Times have changed, preschools we see 
today have modified with a lot of colors, 
fun, amusement, care and learning. 

****



33The HULAHUL Times

www.hulahulfoundation.org www.twitter.com/hulahulgrp www.facebook.com/hulahulgrp www.instagram.com/hulahul_foundation https://www.linkedin.com/in/hulahul-foundation-89964b161/www.youtube.com/hulahulfoundation

Monday December 23, 2019 Mumbai 

The Ministry of Human Resource Development has taken efforts in implementing the 
Scheme of Vocationalisation of School Education under the umbrella of 'Samagra Shiksha – an 
integrated scheme for school education'. Under this scheme for Classes IX to XII a vocational 
subject is offered along with the general education to provide necessary employability and 
vocational skills to the students. Till 2018-19, the scheme has been implemented in 8654 
schools, with reported enrolment of more than 10 lakhs students.

The basic contents on Goods and Services Tax (GST) has been included by the National Council 
of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) in their textbooks of Economics, Accountancy 
and Business Studies at different stages.Their text books already incorporate the contents 
relating to the basics of Indian Law and Constitution for various stages of school 
education.Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Curriculum for teachers and 
students in school education has also been developed by NCERT. Social and ethical issues 
related to use of the internet have been dealt with as a part of this Curriculum. Safe and secure 
use of web space by students and teachers is the main focus of this Curriculum.

The Scheme of Vocationalisation of School Education under the umbrella of 'Samagra Shiksha' 
is implemented in all the States and Union Territories.It is the respective State/Union 
Territory Government to adopt/adapt the NCERT model textbooks,having contents on GST 
and basic law tenets, and the ICT curriculum for teachers and students,for their schools as 
education being a subject in the Concurrent List of the Constitution and the majority of 
schools are under the jurisdiction of the State Governments.

This information was given by the Union Minister for Human Resource Development,
 Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank' in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha on December 12th, 2019.

****

Ministry of HRD is Implementing the Scheme of Vocationalisation of School Education to 
Promote Vocational Education Among Children: HRD Minister
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We all enjoy the popular show “Tom and Jerry” often. It is a favourite show for many people regardless of their age.
Life is often like that of Tom and Jerry. They tease each other, knock down 

each other, irritate each other but can't live without each other. Tom and 

Jerry, who are amazing friends teach us how to live.

Size does not matter

Carrying a judgemental attitude towards the size or looks of a person is 

not really a good thing. Jerry is a small mouse who is undefeated and 

always plays with Tom with its high intelligence, potential, and 

determination. We should not underestimate our opponent and think 

that they are powerless.

Confidence is the key

If we closely watch the series, we will see that Jerry is full of confidence. It 

is the only thing which keeps him tip toes always. He turns himself into a 

lion while doing the mischief and when chased runs like a kangaroo. A 

small mouse taking so many avtaars is phenomenal.

Hence next time start all your endeavors with confidence and you will be 

half way through already.

Trust - the oxygen of friendship

There have been endless fights between Tom and Jerry, but at the end, 

they take efforts to unite and stand up against the common problems 

they face. Tom and Jerry share a unique bond of friendship built on trust. 

Hence, trust your loved ones blindly. At the end, either you will get a 

valuable friend or valuable lesson. It is a win win situation.

Opportunities are hidden behind troubles

Every time Tom thinks he has trapped Jerry, the mouse out of nowhere 

shows up and defeats the cat with his tricks. Hence, even if the opponent 

feels he has won, there are still chances of making that one last move to 

seal the win.

Never give up

No matter how many times Tom fails to catch Jerry, he never quits. Pn the 

other hand, Jerry has always won over Tom by using his simplest ideas. 

However ough traps Tom spread Jerry he would always use his brains to 

get away from them.

And then the next mischief is planned and the circle keeps on going. 

Jerry in the entire series has never given up on Tom.

Learn this attitude of perseverance from Tom and Jerry. Never stop trying 

after one or two failures. Life is a never ending learning platform. Learn 

something every day and move forward towards your goal. The beauty of 

life is never ending efforts. If life does not give up, why should you?

****
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1. What is the name of the American novelist who won the 2019 

Pulitzer prize in fiction writing for his book The Overstory?

2. Who is the current Indian Union Minister of the portfolio of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change?

3. Which country was recently banned for 4 years from 

participating in the 2020 Olympics and the FIFA World Cup?

4. In the Sports biopic I, Tonya (2017)which Hollywood actress 

played the role of talented figure skater Tonya Harding?

5. Which Indian state was Narendra Modi the chief minister of of 

before he became the Prime Minister of India ?

6. Recently , India and Pakistan fought a case in the International 

Court of the justice (ICJ)over the issue of Pakistan having captured 

an Indian national. What is the name of the Indian National?

7. Who is the current Chief Executive Officer of  technology giant 

Apple?

8. Who was the Indian Defence Minister when India fought a war 

against China in 1962?

9. Who is the current and 47th Chief Justice of India who was 

appointed in 2019 and will hold office till 23rd April 2021 ?

10. Who was the founder of the Indian Home Rule 
League ?

Answers

1. Richard Powers
2. Prakash Javadekar
3. Russia
4. Margot Robbie
5. Gujarat
6. Kulbhushan Jadhav
7. Tim Cook
8. VK Krishna Menon  
9. Mr. Sharad A.Bobde 

10. Annie Besant

Good News!!
Aspiring young writers from 

10yrs to 40yrs age group are 

invited to share their creative 

work with

THE HULAHUL TIMES
for their 

Youngistaan supplement.

Mail Your Article on
hulahulgrp@gmail.com
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